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Canton Fair

• held biannually in Guangzhou every spring and autumn, with a 
history of 55 years since 1957. 

• the largest fair with the most complete product categories. 

• hosted by Ministry of Commerce, P.R.C. & Guangdong Provincial 
Government.



Brief on Canton Fair



• Schedul:  
2 sessions/year 
3 phases/session
5 days/phase

• More than 24,000 excellent Chinese exhibitors 
and more than 200,000 overseas buyers 

• 1,160,000 ㎡ exhibition Space

• 58,699 standard booths 



2. Canton Fair & PDC

1. Canton Fair

3. PDC Events & Services

5. Comments for PDC

4. Cooperation cases



• Canton fair = trading stage for manufactures
• = sourcing platform for buyers
• = potential market for designers
(huge demand from Chinese enterprises and international buyers 

= great opportunities for designers:
1. product designers;
2. familiar with markets outside of China;
3. innovative;
4. experience in branding;
5. good adaptability to cooperate with Chinese local design team



More 
Innovation

Better 
brand image

More Product 
Competitiveness

Better 
product design

Overseas 
Designers

PDC activities & 
Service

PDC Chinese 
enterprises
and overseas 
buyers

Unique advantagies:Plentiful Chinese enterprises and overseas 
buyers

Comprehensive product categories

Real demands that can be turned to be chances

广交会产品设计与贸易促进中心（PDC）推介会
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PDC events during Canton Fair:

• Design Show

• Design Forum

• Design Match-making 

• Appreciation Dinner

During the 110th session of canton Fair, 

33 design companies from France, Holland, Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, Spain, 
Taiwan, U.K., U.S.A.;

5531 contacts from Chinese enterprises and International buyers.









PDC events during Canton Fair:

• Design Show

• Design Forum

• Design Match-making 

• Appreciation Dinner

During the 110th session of Canton Fair, 4 design forums:
Cooperation Dialogue, Trend Release 







PDC events during Canton Fair:

• Design Show

• Design Forum

• Design Match-making

• Appreciation Dinner

Demands collecting and appointment making before Canton Fair, 

on-site meeting with presentation by designers and match-making 
during Canton Fair







PDC events during Canton Fair:

• Design Show

• Design Forum

• Design Match-making 

• Appreciation Dinner





PDC facilities for on-site support and small-event room



PDC services after Canton Fair:

• Create cooperation opportunities by issuing information of design 
demand from Chinese enterprises.

• Promote designers by inviting them to road show to Chinese 
manufacturing bases or to be lecture for Chinese enterprises’ 
design training.

• Promote designers by arranging interviews by Chinese media and 
PDC publications.

• Provide consultant services for opening offices in China

• Provide PDC Design Gallery activities at Canton Fair Tower.
(Innovation show,  PDC member gathering, and so on)
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Cooperation Cases

Design Show booth is the most 
effective 

way to connect to potential clients for 
designers. 

• Millot Design from France：1300 
contacts during 5 days

• Sorcit Design from UK: 600 
contacts during 10 days

• Studio CQ from Holland: 20 
cooperation agreements during 5 
days



April 2011, design service matching,  
Dutch designer, Tableware design contract



October 2011, design service matching, 
Simplicity, Italian designer, Ceramic design contract
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Comments on PDC

---Peter Kersten
(Ambassador of BNO of the Netherlands)

The Canton Fair is an incredible micro cosmos where the whole world 
gathers together: manufacturers, buyers, investors, trend watchers, 
business tycoons, researchers, chief innovation officers.  We designers 
must make use of this unique event and understand the driving forces 
of all these entrepreneurs here gathered together.

---Michel Millot
（Founder and chief designer of a French design company）

At the 109th session of Canton Fair, it is very unforgettable that 
industry design service is introduced not only to Chinese enterprises but 
also worldwide buyers. In the fair, we have known all walks of 
industries which help to increase our company’s reputation both inside 
and outside China. We will be a very useful way to let enterprises have 
their new product design.



---Brian Roderman
(Co-Founder and Chief Innovation Officer of a U.S.A design company, and 
former CEO The Industrial Designers Society of America )
I love it! It’s great to be here and see the international and global 
event. I love to see all the people from all over the world talking 
about design, participating in design, getting to meet the design 
friends from other parts of the world. This is my first time 
participating in PDC activities. I find not only Chinese 
manufacturers, but also global buyers from Europe and other 
countries come to consult us. I am excited about this, because this 
can become a new business mode: third-party market demand + 
American-Chinese design + made-in-China.

---David Fannin
(Managing Director of a UK design company)
I would like to thank PDC for giving us the opportunity to be part 
of the canton fair. They have been extremely helpful and 
accommodating throughout the whole process, providing an 
excellent central venue for the various events, meetings and 
networking.

Comments for PDC



Conclusion:

PDC is a bridge for common interests and mutual goals!

www.pdc.org.cn 

Let’s meet for design!



Thank you !


