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Dreamtime

The Dreamtime is a land where thought is a powerful force.

Like the land and animals, we are a totem of the great spirit's Dreaming.

To look into our eyes is to see into our spirit.

We lower our eyes as a sign of respect and to keep our spirit from being stolen.

Our dreaming speaks of our history and future,

we pass this through the ages, across the land.

We have a story to tell.

This story is important.

It won't change, it is law.

It is like this earth.

It won't move.

N\

We are part of this country.

This ground owns us.

e can hear her telling us our story.
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Prof. Steve Willan. Design for Interaction, IDAS

s a foreigner to this country, | have myself

had to contend with major issues of

‘interacting” with a very different culture.
Early on, it became apparent to me that designing
interaction is not a modern concept here. Diverse
cultural insights can be found in the ancient
expressive mediums of religious ceremony, dance
and play which existed centuries before the
invention of the microprocessor. Such examples
can be found in Shamanistic dance and spiritual
healing rituals, and traditional wedding cere-
monies. By way of this, we can see that interac-
tion is implicitly about people, it is through it that
we relate to others.

The significance of this perspective is that it
clarifies the future basis for design amongst the
confusion’s of machine technology we now find
littered amongst ourselves. The technology has to
work for people, so we should start designing
from ‘people’ requirements. Designers need to get
back to fundamentals, and avoid the mistake of
functional complexity for its own sake together
with stylistic re-interpretations. At the same time,
they need to move closer to the cultural implica-
tions of their skills and responsibilities. Industrial
design in particular has to embrace the realm of
communication media. Products and services will
converge to bring new business opportunities,
and as a result people will expect objects to
‘speak’ more clearly about their purpose, as they
will become part of the total service. Mobile com-
munications are clearly showing signs of this
need already through their ubiquitous black plas-
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Rebirth of Shamanism :

Aye

tic forms and quest for miniturisation. Industrial
designers must therefore consider the content
and communication of expression through their
designs. Itis no longer sufficient to cloak technol-
ogy in plastic.

My own personal ‘cultural shock’ has highlight-
ed some very basic facts regarding all unfamiliari-
ties ; we all have a tendency to overlook the obvi-
ous once we become ‘cushioned’ in our routine
everyday habits. When designing interaction, we
can never assume anything, and in order to
progress, we have to be willing to try most things
at least once in order to gain knowledge through
the results, whether successful or otherwise.

Design for Interaction at IDAS

These are similar problems to the ones facing my
students every day on the Design for Interaction
course. On this course we are trying to make
sense of the new interactive media that is impos-
ing itself on us through the rapid invasion of tech-
nology based products. | am often asked, “What is
interaction?”, and it is difficult to provide a con-
cise, simple answer that explains every aspect of
it. The best answer | can provide is to give them a
method by which they can investigate and answer
their questions by themselves. The projects form
the mould to shape the knowledge and encourage
experimentation. Provided the student applies the
work, then through careful tutoring, the learning
will take place naturally. This forms the basis of my
academic theory, and incidentally is closely linked
to my personal philosophy of design approach.

The Design for Interaction curriculum guides
students through a serialised program of short
projects within the component skill areas. It is not
a multimedia course, although we work with mul-
tiple media simultaneously. Students are intro-
duced to the key skill areas, including cognition,
language, graphical layout, performance, sound,
form and narrative. The teaching is intensive, has
a strong managerial business component and
above all provides the basis for a critical
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Human-Computer 0.S. interface design in the

multimedia : /2%

approach to group member evaluation.

This is an important point, as it seems to high-
light an important difference in the methods of
design education between European and Korean
design schools. Criticism amongst designers is
fundamental to design, and design therefore
requires a questioning temperament. One cannot
advance design if critical reasoning is not devel-
oped. This is a requirement that does not easily sit
with the traditional Korean values of
Confusionistic respect. But it seems that in the
climate of cultural and technological interchange
that is upon us, adaptability to cultural values and
issues is an important skill. Above all, it is this
questioning and adaptability that | wish to
encourage in my students, so that they can con-
tinue to help themselves develop long after they
complete their studies on the course.

As an encouraging sign, many of our students
at IDAS have chosen to apply their new skills in
the design of interactivity by way of a strong
Korean cultural reference. We have seen stu-
dents use traditional Korean painting as the medi-
um for computer operating systems control by
way of task agents. We have also seen gestural
interaction taken from the Fan Dances applied to
mobile personal digital assistant™ products. And
to my delight, sensitive studies in form and space
for a Shamenistic communication terminal.

What these projects show are an understand-
ing of the students to address the design of a total
experience when using products, by considering.
the entire interaction. This is much wider than the
physical machine interface extends, and we are
exploring the entire manner the object partakes
with the people who use it.

Hopefully, by following the course, the answer
to my students’ questions are gradually revealed.
Interaction is not a single design issue, but is a
reappraisal in the methods for the design of all
connected things. It is only through application
experience that the tacit purpose and meaning of
interaction design can be fully understood, in
order to progress to higher levels of design sensi-

tivity. kidp
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Standard Telephones, 1995 | Design : Michal Stasko
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Drinking Glasses Set LR 2539, 1994 | Design : Jozef Kolembus | Manufacturer : LR Crystal Co., Inc.
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Seats, 1996 | Design : Dana Musecova
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Collection Of The Carlo Toys Programme, 1997
Design : Karol Krcmar

Manufacturers : Bukoza-Nabytok Co.,Ltd., Vranov
nad Toplou and Prema Co.,Ltd., Bytca

Industrial Design in Slovakia

ince long time ago, the region of

Central Europe where Slovakia is situ-

ated has been a territory of many lan-
guages and cultures, revolutionary move-
ments, changed borders, origin and decline
of various national states. In order to under-
stand the current situation of the Slovak
industrial design, it is necessary to know the
historic background and specific features
which are characteristic for the position of
design in this country now.

The begin of industrialization in the pre-
sent territory of Slovakia was connected with
the existence of the Austro-Hungarian
monarchy, of which Slovakia had been a part
till 1918. In comparison with the development
in other more advanced West European
countries,breet Britain, France, Germany the process of
industrialization in this multinational monar-
chy had been considerably delayed. During
the whole 19th century, Slovakia had
remained a region with poorly developed
industry-only with some glassworks and iron
foundries exceeding the local importance.
The fact should be mentioned, however, that
one of Thonet factorigs!s compeny was the worldwide greatest
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Moter Locomotive R 755, 1997 | Exterior Design : Stefan Klein | Interior Design : lvan Cobej
Manufacturer : Martinska Mechatronicka Co.,Inc.

manufacturer of bent wood furniture, and its founder Michael Thonet can be regarded as a

ploneer ofindustrial design in many respects \na g |g cated in the ter-
ritory of Slovakia/at Velke Uherce.

The generally low industrialization level
and rather agricultural character of the
country have been reflected in prevailing
domestic manufacturing based on handi-
crafts, which survived in Slovakia for a much
longer period of time and in a much stronger
position than in industrially more developed
European countries. This phenomenon,
which was surely negative from the view-
point of global economy, had also a positive
dimension in preserving handicraft skills that

Stainless Steel Dishes-Salad,

Dessert And Soup Bowls Prototype, 1997
Design : Bjorn Kierulf

Manufacturer : Sandrik Co.,Inc.

100

could be used later in the sphere of manufac-
turing, complementary to industrial series
production,ee menufaciring of weoden tovs Thig sjtuation
can be compared with the Scandinavian
countries, however, they have been able to
take much more advantage of a similar start-
ing position.

The establishment of the first Czecho-
Slovak Republic after World War " as a
new democratic country of two nations was
an important impulse for the development of
manufacturing activities. Czecho-Slovakia
became one of ten most industrialized coun-
tries in the world. But the industrial produc-
tion was concentrated especially in the
Czech territory. E.g. koda and Tatra, which
were among the leading European machinery
companies ; the worldwide greatest footwear
manufacturer Bata, etc. Anyway, industrial-
ization, though at a lower pace, had
advanced also in Slovakia. For instance, the
metal-working company Sandrik, and several
glass-works, whose products exceeded the
European average level even in design and
were exported abroad.

The efforts to integrate the experience and
skills of craftsmen into industrial manufactur-
ing had been reflected in the Society of
Industrial Arts, which was established in

|industrial design/julyeaugust/1998
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1920 on the initiative of Jozef Vydra, and
which had existed until 1924. Vydra was also
of particular merit in establishment of the
School of Industrial Arts**'* which ranged
among the most progressive institutions in
industrial design education of those times.
The School of Industrial Arts used experi-
ence of the German Bauhaus based on direct
contacts : in the seat of the School in
Bratislava, for instance, there was a series of
lectures, read by one of leading Bauhaus
personalities Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, its former
director Hannes Mayer, etc. The School of
Industrial Arts accented rationalism in design
education, work with up-to-date manufactur-
ing technologies and materials on the basis
of functionalistic creative approach.
However, successful employment of the
school graduates in industry was hindered by
insufficiently developed industrial basis.

After World War |l, Czecho-Slovakia
became a part of the Soviet block. The
Czecho-Slovak economy had been adapted
to strategic needs of the Soviet Union, what
negatively influenced the structure of indus-
trial production and design as well. Although
there was a massive industrialization in
Slovakia, the production was orientated
rather on quantity, and heavy industry was
inadequately preferred. First of all, however,
there was an absence of the principle of
market mechanism, which is a driving force
of industrial design development - particular-
ly, there was no competitive environment.
The situation in the Czecho-Slovak economy
had been determined by monopoly produc-
ers, most exports went to the Soviet block
without any competition. Economic pressure
for production innovation was missing.
Gradually, technologies became backward,
so that interesting design projects could not
be implemented.

They had been presented particularly in
design exhibitions, organized on a national
basis every 2 or 3 years. Although design



was given a deserved attention in exhibi-
tions, its actual state in the context of pro-
duction was reflected in problems with year-
ly awards for design of actually manufac-
tured products. In such a way, design was
placed into position of a platonic profession,
which was officially supported by the gov-
ernment ideology"staaity design should contribute to meet peple s
needs comprehensively, what was declared as the basic aim of the socialist socrely'
but in fact, designers were an abundant bur-
den in the deformed economy. Several insti-
tutions for design support were established”
1945, the Centre of Artisan and Artistic Production ; in 1964, the Board of Artistic Culture of
Production ; and in 1972, the Institute of Industrial Dequn’ hOWBVGI’, they
had a very limited reach to the reality of
design in industry.

Similarly limited were employment oppor-
tunities for industrial designers, whose edu-
cation gradually developed in several
schools and academies of arts. The first
school specialized in design education,

which was given an academic statute, was

the Department of Machinery and Tools
Design at the College of Industrial Arts in the
Czech town of Zlin'*, where the central
designer personality was Zdenek Kovar, hav-
ing an international reputation in design
ergonomics. This school, accenting fun-
cionalistic conception of design creation,
was attended also by several Slovak design-
ers. In the territory of Slovakia itself, the first
opportunities to study industrial design at an
academic level occurred in 1965, when the
Department of Industrial Design at the
Academy of Fine Arts in Bratislava was
established by associate professor Vaclav
Kautman. The number of design departments
at Slovak universities and academies further
increased later on, so that various design
specializations can be studied at four
schools : Academy of Fine Arts and Design in
Bratislava, Slovak Technical University in
Bratislava, Technical University in Zvolen,

and Technical University in Kosice.

But let's go back to the history. The above
mentioned problems with professional
designer work in companies often resulted in
designer resignation and ‘flight’ to free arts,
where moral distinction and financial remu-
neration were higher. High design standards
in industrial production could be kept only in
few areas-particularly in industries orientat-
ed on exports to highly industrialized coun-
tries-in some spheres of machinery, ™" .
vehicles, motoreycles, medical instuments i mata| working and
glass working industry.

In this framework, some designer person-
alities emerged in Slovakia, who contributed
to innovation in particular design areas :
Karol Holoshko and Jaroslav Taraba in glass-
ware design, Jan Calovka in table-ware
design, Jindrich Safarik in motorcycle
design, Jarolim Vavro in design of medical
instruments, Tibor Herchl and Igor Didov in
several areas of machinery and consumer
goods design, etc.

In late 1980s, the Soviet Union as well as
the other East and Central European coun-
tries had gradually left the discredited politi-
cal conception of totalitarian socialism. In
1989, also Czecho-Slovakia turned over the
dictatorship of the Communist Party and
restored the system of parliamentary democ-
racy. Afterwards, in 1993, Czecho-Slovakia
was split into two independent states : the
Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic.

In industrial production, the return of
post-communist countries to market econo-
my was complicated and very painful. Like in
other countries of the former Soviet block,
also in Slovakia the market pressure bank-
rupted many companies, while others were
turned to subsidiaries of foreign syndicates,
without any possibility to develop their own
products. This basic economic feature is still
in force. The quantitatively narrow basis of
domestic companies, ambitious to launch
their own products on the market, does not

FUTURA - Water Faucets Set, 1996 | Design : Peter Paliatka | Manufacturer : Slovenska Armaturka Myjava Co., Inc. Provide many opportunities for designers.

101

sie| argdcixfel

industrial ;ies'Tgn/july-august/l998



Moreover, there are still problems pertaining
to availability of high technologies and new
materials.

Industrial designers often have no more
room for manoeuvre than they used to have
in the socialist ‘planned economy’-which in
the absence of competitive environment had
not to minimize the costs so consistently like
the present manufacturers, whose basic and
often the only trump to come up in the
international competition is a low selling
price. Therefore, the cooperation of design-
ers with industry is rather on the level of
small improvements at minimum costs than
the one of great designer gestures and radi-
cal solutions. A good example of that is the
motor locomotive design by Stefan Klein and
Ivan Cobej, which was awarded one of main
prizes in the last year of the National Prize for
Design competition. The designers had to
preserve a several years old design of loco-
motive bogie and frame, while sheet iron was
replaced by plastic materials, and modular

design enabled variable functions of particu-

102

lar components. The result is not a revolu-
tionary innovation, but a product providing
functional reliability and cultivated look at a
price acceptable to domestic railways. Also
another designers have managed to ‘fitinto’
the limiting framework of Slovak manufactur-
ers, and we were pleased by a good partic-
ipation of the young designer generation."
mention atleast Milan Biras, Ferdinand Chrenka, Stanisiav Kvacka

Another promising fact is that several stu-
dents of Slovak design schools have been
awarded in international competitions and
their creative potential has been admired in
many exhibitions abroad. Therefore, the
Department of Transport Design at the
Academy of Fine Arts and Design in
Bratislava managed to become a member of
an international elite group of four design
schools, directly cooperating with the design
department of the German Volkswagen auto-
mobile plant.

In the situation when it is relatively diffi-
cult for Slovak industrial designers to obtain
jobs in general series production™m eonest o araphic

designers; whaare Tn boom tiees Yoes 1 convercieliols: many of them
have started to work in the area of small-
series production, often requiring a great
proportion of craftsmanship. For instance, in
furniture and interior design or in design of
wooden toys many of them work not only in
the role of designers but of manufacturers
and sales managers at the same time. This
fact has a positive sidgeene!of el manufacturing and distribution
stages by the desianer - hyt o the other hand, when a
designer works instead of other specialists,
he/she cannot achieve an optimum perfor-
mance. Since the 1980s, in the area of small
series or solitaire manufacturing in the
Slovak design, there have been tendencies
representing an alternative to the functional-
istic conception of work, dominating since
the period between two world wars.

With the intention to put a post-mod-
ernistic accent on semantics of consumer
goods design, there have occurred products
where design was used not only to solve util-
itarian functions but also as a communication
means, while the border between industrial

[industrial design/julysaugust/1998
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Upholstered Armchairs RENO, NORA, 1996 | Design : Peter Bohus. Manufacturer : DOMARK Zilina Co., Ltd.

design and artistic handicrafts had been
often blended.'e s mensonworks by Pster Humsi Jozef Gaspark. Dans
Mushecova, Miroslav Debnar, and of the youngest generation Michal Stashko The re
have occurred even procedures, which were
not aimed at designing consumer goods in
the common sense, but rather at indicating
the position and the role of industrial design
in a consumer society,fremsekBuran

As the use of design in industrial produc-
tion has not reached its internationally
accepted level yet, a particularly important
role in Slovakia has design education and
promotion, focused on presentation of high
quality design and laying stress on its role in
the economic growth. In 1991, the Institute of
Industrial Design was terminated and the
Slovak Design Centre was established with
an aim to support the development of design
in the conditions of economic transformation
to market economy.

SDC is an information and documentary
centre, sponsored by the government. At the
present time, it has 14 employees and a
statute of non-for-profit public organization.
It issues an information bulletin and a profes-
sional designer magazine DE SIGN UM-a full

colour quarterly on 72 pages. The magazine
is devoted to broad spectrum design topics,
including industrial design, architecture, and
graphic design.

Since its establishment, SDC has orga-
nized national design competitions and coop-
erated with organizers of smaller thematic
design competitions. Up till now, there have
been three national competitions in design of
products, which took place in 1993, 1995, and
1997. They have laid the foundations of regu-
lar awards for domestic industrial design
works. Since 1996, the competition has got
the name ‘National Prize for Design’.
Designers are invited jointly by the Slovak
Design Centre and by the Ministry of Culture
of the Slovak Republic to participate in this
competition. Subject to professional judge-
ment are new products, published graphic
design works, new production programs with
the use of design, and design promotion
activities. Every new year of the competition
has its own focus with a variable register of
competition categories. However, there is a
continuing orientation on industrial products

manufactured by domestic companies. The

competition is not connected with any finan-
cial award, it is a sort of moral distinction for
domestic designers and manufacturers with
original production programs. Results of
every competition year are published in a
separate catalogue and promoted through an
exhibition of documentary photographs.

The last year of the National Prize for
Design invited participants to compete in two
basic categories : design of industrial prod-
U g tg eluding prototypensveady for-uestuction. anid ‘graphic
design, excestfor posters and graphic designofbooks |y the compe-
tition of 83 participating works, the jury
awarded four National Prizes for Design alto-
gether. Two of them were awarded to indus-
trial products.hemerlocomniand tis uphoisrsd smichabs: 3y
the other two to graphic design works"e P ma-
azine and the catalogue of PUBLIC company Fight works have won
a distinction, among them for instance a new
water faucets set, a semiautomatic centre
lathe, upholstery and decorative textile mate-
rials, wooden toys, a corporate design manu-
al for internal use by TV Markiza, etc. The
greatest number of products in the competi-
tion was represented by furniture, machines,
instruments, and packaging design. kiafl,
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“We don't teach our students
enough of the intellectual content
of experiments - their novelty

and their capacity for opening
new fields...

My own view is that you take
these things personally.

You do an experiment because
your own philosophy makes you
want to know the result. It's too
havd,

and life is to short, to spend your
time doing something because
someone else has said it is
important.

You must feel the thing yourself.”

- Isidor |. Rabi -
(Novel Prize Winner / Physics)

100Volt Project
M= (S : dajol)
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There is nothing really completed
in my life ; though there’s also
nothing-thankfully-which I've had
to wait forty years to begin.

| just have a lot of act-in-
progress... If someone were to
grant me a wish right now,

| would ask for time to be stopped
for a little while ; allowing me
some free, empty moment to sit
back and reflect upon, to attempt
to fully appreciate, exactly who

I have known and where | have
been. The where | am going...

| really don’t worry too much
about. I'm the same person as
always ; I'll stick with my lucky
numbers and my faith in all the
wonderful people around me, and
maybe-if I'm very fortunate-the
star will deliver me another 40
years as rewarding and exciting
as my first.

- Renzo Rosso & Mztstoq -
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